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CAPSULE

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley was initially responsible for the residential devel-
opment of west Towson. He was s prominent land owner who is especially noted
for having donated part of his estate for the site of the Court House and Jail
in 1853. By 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny Avenue, W. Pennsylvania Avenue,

W. Chesapeake Avenue, Highland Avenue and lster Centrsl Avenue were laid out for
accessibility to lots ready for public development. Although he died in 1901
before much development took place, Dr. Bosley was represented by his trustees
who continued to administer his land.

Presently, areas such as west Towson are seeing the commercisl growth of
central Towson slowly creeping into their own neighborhsod. However, very few
high rises are seen here (existing only on two border sreas) and many commercial
alterations have been sensstive to the residential quality home owners are hoping
to maintain.

This house is one such example. Although it is used for commercial purpose,
the exterior and most of the interior retains its original appearsnce. This
bungslow, with its catslide roof, large porch and centrsl dormer, is complemented
by the natural rough texture of the brown wooden shingles with which it combines
to create a popular style of the late Viciorisn period.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED JUNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
X Goop —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE: May , 1970
__FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Bxterior Only:

4 good example of the bungalow style stands at # 306 W. Pennsylvenia
Avenue. This frame structure is 2% stories and is covered with brown wooden
shingles., It sits upon a high stuccced foundastion and is topped by the
characteristic cat-slide roof.

The mein facade faces south, is three bsys wide and has a west extension.

The west bay of the main block contesins a very wide gntranceway with
side lights. The central bay, in contrast, is occupied by a small hori-
zontally placed casement window filled with steined glass. The east bay
contains a 1/1 sash window.

The single story porch, another important festure of the bungalow
style, is partislly enclosed with a2 shingled railing and wide round srches.
The roof, which is incorporated into the roof of the main block, is supported
by two narrow round truncated columns. The ceiling is tongue-and-groove.

The characteristic dormer is present, is gsbled and is centrally
located on the slate roof. Like the main roof, the roof of the dormer has
deep eaves.and exposed rafter ends. This dormer simulates a sleeping porch.

The west extension, which is alsc covered with wooden shingles, is
cne bay wide, is a single story snd contains s pair of 6/1 sash windows.

On the north facade is a shed roof enclosure off center t5 the East
projecting one bay end being one bay wide. There is one window just
west of this on the mein block. The roof from the enclosure extends to
cover an entrance in the east bay. This shed roof is supported by turned
columns.

The roof of the main block contains a small shed roof dormer which
is lighted by two windows,

A brick, corbeled, capped chimney breaks through the roof off center
to the east below the ridge. : '

The east facade is the gable end is approximstely four bays long.

The central bays of the first level are occupled by 2 bay window which
has a shed roof. The windows on 8ll three sides are 2z regular 6/1 sash.

Three evenly spaced basement windows also occupy this facade.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
/M\\PREHISTORlc __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
__1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION __LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-159¢9 _—AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 K. ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —_SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART —_ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER
—1800-1899 _ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
X 1900- _ COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POUITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY}
__INVENTION
PECIFIC DATES a ITECT
S > . 1915 — 1918: BUlLDER/ARCH C

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley wes initislly responsible for the residential devel-
opment of west Towson. He was a prominent land owner who 1s especially noted
a

for having donated part of his te for the site of the Court House end Jall
in 1853. By 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny Avenue, /. Pennsylvania Avenue,

I, Chesapeake Avenue, Highland Avenue and later Centrsl Avenue were laid out for
accessibility to lots ready for puslic development. Although he died in 1901
vefore much development took place, Dr. Bosley was represented by his trustees
who continued to administer his lend.

Presently, arcas such as west Towson are seeing the commerciel growikh of
central Towson slowly creeping into their own neighborhood. However, very few
high rises arc seen here (existing only on two border areas) end many commercial

. alterations have been sensative to the residentisl guality home owners sre hoping
to maintéin.

This house is one such example. 4&lthough it is used for commercisl purpose,
the exterior and most of the interior retains its original appearsnce. This
bungalow, with its catslide roof, lsrge porch and centrzl dormer, is complemented
by the natural rough texture of the brown wooden shingles with which it combines
to create a populsr sitvle of the lete Victorian period. '
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Baltimore County Land Records
Baltimore County Tax Assessment Records

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attachment

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE : COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE *
D. Schuliz WAYNE L. NiELD, 1

ORGANIZATION HISTORIC TOWSON, INC. DATE
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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LE FOR # 306 W. PENNSYLVANIA AVE.
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LIBER PFOLIO DATE GRANTOR GRANTEE
4325 515~ May 27, 1964 Louise Burns et al Augustine J. Muller

Beginning...north side of Pennsylvania Ave. distant 75 feet from the
northeast corner of Pennsylvania and Central Avenues...65 feet...
150 feet to beginning. Xnown as 306 W. Pennsylvania Ave.

William X. Burns, who died Merch 1L, 1952, devised by his Last
Will and Testament dated January 26, 1951 and recorded in Will
Book JPC 45/515 this property to his sister-in-law Louise Burns.

551 11 December 17, 1921 Lewis C. Merryman William K. Burns & wife
551 112 December 17, 1921  Marian L. Burns & husband Lewis C. Merryman
a L72 381 November 22, 1916  George G. Wheeler Marien L. Burns
406 77 December 20, 1912 Clinton 0. Bosley et al Jeorge G. Wheeler
December 16, 1912  Arthur L. Bosley et al Clinton O. Bosley
Trustees

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley, by way of Last Will and Testament

recorded in Will Book 12/111 appointed Arthur L. Bosley and Richard
H. Pleasants his Trustees with power to sell his real estate.

(Will deted Jenuary 1, 1901)

[
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MORTSAGE RECORD

Mortzage Book 210, Folio 131  July 15, 1899
Dr. grafton M. Bosley to the Meryland Title Insursnce % Trust Company
for 311,500

Twelve lots situated West of Towson represented on a plat filed with
the mortgzage. ‘

For the purpose of making accessible the said lots, the following
Avenues represented on the plat Mare hereby dedicsted to public use...™:

- Cheszpeake Avenua
Pennsylvania Avenue
Allegheny Avenue
Highland Avenue
Bosley Avenue
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